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also designed the concert-room. The Duke of Cambridge
having taken his seat, Mr. R. H. Moore, the chairman
of the Baths Committee, gave a short but most

interesting account of the baths and the various improve-
ments and means for utilising the waters which have
been carried out from time to time. That these additions
were worth carrying out from a purely commercial point of
view was shown by the fact that since they had been in use
the income to the city from the baths had increased from
L2000 per annum to over .E6000. Though the Corporation
of Bath naturally rejoiced over this it was not simple selfish-
ness, for the increased and increasing use of the baths
meant relief from pain and suffering for many hundreds
of invalids. His Royal Highness then, after a short

speech of congratulation, declared the additional build-

ings open. After this the mayor, Mr. C. Woodiwiss,
entertained some 250 guests to luncheon in the
Guildhall. Among the medical men present were Dr.
Allchin, Mr. Lennox Browne, Dr. Cholmeley, Dr. Coupland,
Dr. Curnow, Dr. John Harley, Mr. Reginald Harrison, Dr.
Hensley, Mr. Cripps Lawrence, Mr. Macnamara, Dr. B. H.
Rogers, Mr. Quarry Silcock, and Dr. James Taylor. Mr.
Victor Horsley, who had been invited, was unfortunately
prevented from being present.

After luncheon the medical visitors were given a private
demonstration of the various methods of bathing employed
and the different kinds of baths in use. All these were de-
scribed and explained by Mr. Henry Freeman, F.R.C.S. Irel.
A reception and tea were also held at the Royal United
Hospital. In the evening the medical profession of Bath and
the neighbourhood entertained their professional brethren at
dinner. Altogether some forty sat down, Dr. L. A. Weatherley
being in the chair. The dinner went off very well and reflected
great credit on the indefatigable secretary of the Medical
Reception Committee, Mr. W. M. Beaumont. The chairman
proposed the health of the guests, which was responded to
by Dr. John Harley.

After dinner the company proceeded to the reception given
by his Worship the Mayor in the new concert-room. The
old Roman bath was illuminated in good taste, the lamps
being small and subdued and therefore not productive of
any jarring effects, and the whole scene was one of great
beauty. Bath, we think, may well be proud of the way in
which the various entertainments were carried out, and her
guests have every reason to be grateful. Mr. T. Sturge
Cotterell, on behalf of the corporation, has spared no
pains to impress upon the world at large the beauties
and benefits which the city of crescents offers to all
alike, while as more particularly concerning ourselves
the Medical Reception Committee, through Mr. W. M.
Beaumont and Dr. Bannatjne, were untiring in their
efforts to show everything that could be seen and to
extend an almost overwhelming hospitality. The corpora-
tion has intimated its intention of carrying out still
further improvements, so that we do not feel ungrateful in
suggesting one. Bath is pre-eminently the city in Great
Britain which needs, and could support, a casino-we mean
a place where the resident or visitor could just stroll
in on paying sixpence or so and enjoy a cup of coffee,
and listen to a good string band. Perhaps the new

concert-room will be sometimes utilised in this way, but we
fancy it would be better to have an additional building. It
need not be more than a kind of large conservatory, but
it must be properly managed, and the fault avoided
which spoils so many places in London of ordering
people about. This sin is especially in evidence at that
notable failure from an entertainment point of view, the
Imperial Institute, where the visitor is told he may not do
this or that and may not go here or there, and when at
length, after many trials, he does arrive at the gardens,"
what does he find ’1 An asphalte paved court, surrounded by
brick walls, looking more like a prison exercising ground
than anything else. We have sore need in this country of

more opportunities of simple and cheap relaxation, and Bath
is one of the places to show how they can be brought about.

THE SICKNESS AND PLAGUE IN INDIA.

THERE is an unusual amount of sickness and mortality
in certain parts in India at the present time, and notably
in the city of Bombay and in several of the towns and
raral districts of that Presidency. According to the latest

papers the mortality in Bombay at the present time stands’
at the very high rate of 52’83 per 1000. The epidemic of
plague has not by any means ceased; on the contrary
it still prevails to some extent in Bombay, and even,

more so at Poona and Kirkee, and it seems to be

slowly but surely creeping along rural districts and’

villages. According to telegraphic intelligence through
Reuter’s agency, of the 19th inst. an outbreak of what.
is believed to be plague has occurred in a village in the.
Jullundur district of the Punjab. Twenty-three deaths
have been reported, and it is believed that the infection
has been conveyed to the village from Hurdwar, which is,
situated on the Ganges, in the Saharunpur district. The
situation altogether is not so satisfactory as could be desired
and probably gives rise to some anxious consideration on the-
part of the authorities in India and this country. The pre-
valence of the disease, too, tends to increase during the
winter. An elaborate scheme has been formulated for the
sanitary improvement of Bombay which will cost a good
deal to carry out, but no reasonable amount of outlay will
prove so costly as the continuance of plague and other
epidemic diseases.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns 6345 births,
and 3566 deaths were registered during the week ending
Oct. 16th. The annual rate of mortality in these
towns, which had declined in the nine preceding weeks’
from 29-5 to 16-2 per 1000. rose again last week to 16’9.
In London the rate was 16’1 per 1000, while it averaged
17’5 in the thirty-two provincial towns. The lowest rates.
in these towns were 9’2 in Cardiff, 9’9 in Swansea,
10’9 in Halifax, and 11 6 in Croydon ; the highest rates
were 21’5 in Bolton, 22 4 in Liverpool, 23’6 in Preston.
and 23’7 in - Birmingham. The 3566 deaths included
415 which were referred to the principal zymotic diseases,
against 514 and 434 in the two preceding weeks; of
these, 127 resulted from diarrhoea, 89 from measles, 73
from diphtheria, 51 from "fever" (principally enteric), 3
from whooping - cough, and 36 from scarlet fever. No
death from any of these diseases was recorded last week
in Brighton ; in the other towns they caused the lowest.
zymotic death-rates in Bradford, Croydjn, Swansea, and
Oldham ; and the highest rates in Birmingham, Shefneldr
Burnley, and Preston. The greatest mortality from measles
occurred in Birmingham, Manchester, and Burnley; from
whooping-cough in Derby ; from " fever " in Gateshead;
and from diarrhoea in Salford, Blackburn, Preston, and
Sunderland. The mortality from scarlet fever showed nc’
marked excess in any of the large towns. The 73 deaths
from diphtheria included 45 in London, 4 in Liver-

pool, 3 in Plymouth, and 3 in Leicester. No fatal
case of small-pox was registered last week either
in London or in any other of the thirty-three large
towns ; and no small-pox patients were under treat-
ment in any of the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals.
The number of scarlet fever patients in these hospitals an&
in the London Fever Hospital at the end of the week was-
3725, against 3697, 3677, and 3692 on the three preceding
Saturdays; 440 new cases were admitted during the week,
against 358, 349, and 400 in the three preceding weeks. The
deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in
London, which had been 167 and 176 in the two preceding
weeks, further rose last week to 268, and were 15 above,
the corrected average. The causes of 40, or 1’1 per cent.,
of the deaths in the thirty-three towns were not certified
either by a registered medical practitioner or by a coroner.
All the causes of death were duly certified in Bristol,
Leicester, Leeds, Hull, Newcastle - upon - Tyne, and in
eighteen other smaller towns ; the largest proportions of
uncertified deaths were registered in West Ham, Notting.-
ham, Preston, and Sheffield.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had increased in the three preceding weeks from 17’&eacute;)
to 19-8 per 1000, declined again to 19’1 during the week
ending Oct. 16th, but exceeded by 2 2 per 1000 the mean rate
during the same period in the thirty-three large English
towns. The rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from


